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Z O 021632Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC FLASH 9043 
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AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV FLASH 
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AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY PARIS IMMEDIATE 

SECRET BEIRUT 4423 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PBOR, MILL LE 

SUBJECT: SOUTH LEBANON: LEBANESE POSITION 


Message Text 


1 . FOLLOWING TELCON WITH DRAPER CALLED BOUTROS AT 1845 TO 
TELL HIM (A) WE CONTINUING OUR EFFORTS AND THOUGHT WE 
WERE HAVING SOME IMPACT. (B) JERUSALEM DOMESTIC SERVICE 
HAD SAID THIS MORNING THAT ITS MILITARY CORRESPONDENT REPORTED 
GOI HAD WITHDRAWN ITS OBJECTION TO LEBANESE MOVE BECAUSE 
ACCOMPANYING SYRIAN TROOPS HAD WITHDRAWN. BOUTROS SAID HE 
HAD HEARD ABOUT THIS BUT DIDN'T BELIEVE IT. 


2. THEN ASKED BOUTROS WHAT GOL POSITION WAS. HE SAID HE 
WOULD HAVE NOTHING FOR ME UNTIL TOMORROW. HE WAS EXPECTING 
KHADDAM IN MORNING AND THEY WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY DISCUSS 
PROBLEM. IN MEANTIME, LEBANESE WOULD TRY TO AVOID 
DOING ANYTHING WHICH MIGHT COMPLICATE SITUATION FURTHER. 
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3. BOUTROS WENT ON TO SAY THAT WHILE HE UNDERSTOOD U.S. 
POSITION I HAD PRESENTED THIS MORNING (I.E.. PUTTING HADDAD 
ISSUE IN ICEBOX) OTHERS (MEANING HOSS AND PERHAPS SARKIS) 
DID NOT. THIS WAS THE DIFFICULTY. 

4. COMMENT: HADDAD ISSUE IS THE KEY AS FAR AS SUNNIS 
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AND SYRIANS CONCERNED. IT WILL TAKE CONSIDERABLE PERSUASION 
TO GET THEM TO BYPASS IT. BUT MAYBE KHADDAM WILL INTRODUCE NOTE 
OF PRAGMATISM. 

PARKER 
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